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ABSTRACT

This study examines how a structured sight-word approach can help children with hearing
impairments and intellectual disabilities improve their speech and language skills. These
children often struggle with language because they hear less, process information more slowly,
and have fewer chances to learn by watching others. Teaching is most effective when it is clear,

repeated often, and connected to real-life situations.

The study used a quasi-experimental design with pre- and post-tests to assess outcomes. Thirty
children aged 6 to 11 took part. The group included 10 children with hearing impairment and
20 with mild and moderate intellectual disabilities, all from a special education setting.

Researchers used a custom speech and language assessment tool before and after the program.

The intervention was a structured sight-word program lasting 6 months. Teaching used
multisensory methods such as visual flashcards, matching pictures to words, repetition,
gestures, and practice in real-life situations. The program introduced 100 sight words through

targeted, interactive activities.

After the program, the children showed better understanding and use of language. They could
recognise more words, have larger vocabularies, and communicate better in daily life. Age,
gender, and the severity of the disability did not make much difference, which suggests the

program could help many other children, too.

In summary, using a sight-word approach with multisensory strategies helps children with
hearing impairment and intellectual disabilities develop speech and language skills. The results
show that teaching in a structured, visual, and real-world way is effective. This supports the
use of sight-word instruction as a practical and inclusive way to help children with special

needs communicate more effectively.
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